Heparin-induced thrombocytopenia complicated with massive thrombosis of the inferior vena cava after filter placement.
A 45-year-old man presented with deep vein thrombosis of the right leg and bilateral pulmonary embolism. Heparin was administered on the initial one and a half days. On the 3rd day, an inferior vena cava (IVC) filter was placed with a heparin flush, after which massive IVC thrombosis developed. The platelet count was 221000/mm3, decreased 42% from the initial level, but remained within the normal range. Heparin was replaced by argatroban on the 13th day. The platelet count increased to 355000/mm3 on the 15th day. The patient was positive for antibody against complexes of heparin and platelet factor 4, and was diagnosed as heparin-induced thrombocytopenia with thrombosis syndrome (HITTS). When thrombosis develops during heparin treatment, it is important to suspect HITTs and to assay for the associated antibodies, regardless of the actual platelet count.